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ABSTRACT. This work performed a detailed theoretical analysis for a concentrating solar 

thermophotovoltaic (CSTPV) system with a GaSb cell paired with both selective metafilm 

absorber and emitter. The results showed that the CSTPV system efficiency is between 0.1% and 

7.2% when the concentration factor varies from 1 to 100. The analysis on energy loss mechanisms 

showed that for a metafilm based CSTPV system, half of the incident solar energy is lost through 

the thermal emission from the top surface of the absorber. In order to enhance the CSTPV system 

efficiency, the layers thickness of both metafilm absorber and emitter were optimized at 50 suns, 

increasing the CSTPV system efficiency from 5.8% to 7.8%. The effect of the area ratio of 

absorber to emitter was also optimized. This work can promote the development of solar 

thermophotovoltaic system with metafilm absorber and emitter which are easy to be fabricated in 

large scale. 

 


